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muff, and as often as she could
withuut maaking heisell conaspicuous she
did so. The senator sat at his desk in
the back row across the chamber, where
she could watch him plainly. By and
by, after much routine business, he
was recognized bw the chair, said a few
words that the widow

use it

and then sat down to read his letters,
Shortly his secretary came to tell her
that the bill had been referred to the
committee on  pensions who would
report it sooner or later. She was
disappointed ; but when she got back
to the small hotel where she was stay
ing she wrote a glowing letter homne to
her confidante, a Mrs, Sawyer, in which
she did full justice to the speech that
she imagined ought to have been made
in her behalf. She praised the sen
ator's *brilliant oratory, his personal
appearance, his kindness, and added a
word also about Lis polite secretary.

But all this being over, time, as it
passed in an obscure room of a third:
rate hotel, undoubtedly began to hang
heavy on the widow's hands.  The
next forenoon the senator found her in
the rotunda of the capitol, and sur-
mised she had been there all the
morning, lying in wait for him. She
showed mwch surprise, however, when
she saw him, and declared she was
searching ©or the library of congress
He went with her to the dour, and thien
stepped 1n a moment to iopress on
her the fact that the library was some:
thing the country should be proud of:
that it was, in fact, one of the largest
collections of books in the world, and
that when the time arrived he meant
to do all he could to have the collec
tion put in a suitable structure-—one
that the conntry, in future ages, might
point to with pride. While he was
giving vent to these patriotic  senti
ments a colored employee, who had
recognized him, moved up two chairs,
and, unconscious of what he was doing,
the scnator settled down in one of
them.

The widow flushed with pleasure.
This was an attention, evidently,
she had not dared even to hope for,
and she summoned all her wits o
make the most of it  Her bill “was
what she really wanied to talk about ;
but she was not quite certain that it
would be in good taste o begin the
subject imwediately. Perhaps the
senator had given himsell up to a
moment of relaxation and  desired
amately a social chat

failed to hear, |
handed a bundle of papers to a page, |

1o the front"

“Oh! P'mospre 'm very much obliged
for your Kindness.”

A plump, lady, richly
dressed, had come into the wing of the
library where they were.  She was wait-
ing for him, and he went out with her,

matronly

The next he heard of the widow was
that she was back in Highbury, where
she had originated, to the great regret
of the mutual friend who had given her
the letter of introduction to him, While
deep in the midst of his editorial duties
in the office of the Highbury Journal
she came back on his hands in an
anxious and troubled state of mind.
It was late in the afternoon, and he
was just finishing up an elaborate edi-
towal on the political outluok for the
next issue; but he struek work at once.
I'here was something about the widow
that he could never resist.  This little
business of hers had already taken up
50 much of s tine that it was a ques-
tion now whether he had not better

resign - and  devote himself to  her
altogether,
“Oh! but you know, Mr. Tripler,”

she said in her own beguiling little way,
“that those gentlemen can ask one an-
other for favors ; and il you write and
ask the senator to ask that committee
to attend to the Yill at once, it will all
come to pass without delay. And 1
really need the money so much, you
know."

Ihere were tears in her voice, and
Mr Tripler wrote the letter torthwith,
though he knew he was merely wasting
statiuhiery.

The following day the widow dropped
in on Mr. Tripler again as svon as the
morning mail arrived, to get a glimpse
of the Congressional Record, which the
senator kept him supplied with.  She
made him promise to lay it aside for
her every day.  When her bill was re-
ported, the fact would be stated in the
Record, and, of course, she wished to
know it without delay.

She was a charming little woman,
My Trpler admitted, but terribly per
sistent.  Every day, when he heard her
light steps on the stairs, he bid adieu
to whatever great ideas he chanced to
be struggling with, and waited calmly
for the light knock on his door that was
sure to follow.  She always opened the
®oor very gently, and a blush spread
over her face, like a breath on a mirror.
She hoped she did not interrupt him ;
he must tell her if she did.

One day, however, after six or seven
weeks bad passed without bringing any

Leasily approached.
[ that, though,”

You musn’t mind

“ No,"

There was no escaping—the senator
saw that—and he made no further at-
tempt.  He provided her with a note,
intreducing her to the chairman (whom
she could ask, he suggested, to intro-
duce her to the others ), and then bowed
her out.

she answered softly.

But that was not to he the last of
the little widow, as the senator fully re-
alized.  On his way to the capitol, the
next morning, almost the first person
he caughe sight of was no other than
she herself, bound inthe same direc
tion. She was on the opposite side of
the avenue, tripping along energetically;
and he lingered before a store window
long enough for her to increase the
distance between them a block or so.
He happened, however, to be wvery
much engrossed with a  question that
was coming up for debate that day, and
as he procecded, oblivious to every-
thing around him, he soon forgot the
widow,and walked faster than he meant
to walk. Near where Pennsylvania
Avenue begins to bend to the south of
the capitol, he looked up suddenly, and
beheld her crossing daintly toward him.
Right here, on  the left hand corner
going east, is a bar-room made conspic-
uous by a large sign projecting over
the sidewalk, bearing the significant re-
minder, *The Last Chance.” The
words this morning seemed 1o the be-
wildered senator to be meant for him,
and h: dodged into the place without
stopping to consider what a fatal error
he might be committing. He owed his
seat in the senate chiefly to his pro-
nounced temperance  principles; and
the only speech he had made during
the session which had been noticed was
on the rules restricting the sale of in
toxicating liquors in the senate restau-
rant.  He had hardly stepped inside
the door when the proprietor’s beaming
countenance assured him he was rec-
ognized ; and the bar-keeper whirled
a tumbler on the bar, and stood ready
instantly to serve him.  Had he been
asmoker he could have purchased a
cigar; but he was an avowed enemy to
tobacco in any form. Clearly he had
no business in any such retreat, and he

| was decidedly confused while keeping

one eye on the widow through the screen
of the door and at the same time trying
to offer an excuse for his presence un- |
til she passed. He made some show of |
taking out his watch to compare it with
the bar-room clock, and then he rushed
out-doors again, red in the face. He

The senator's brows drew very close
togethier and the blood mounted to his
wrinkled forchead.

*The general has promised that the
bill shall be reported in a few days,”
the widow said pleasantly.

“Yes, I'll go at once and see him,
perhaps, if you'll excuse me."

He left her and hurried out along
the lobby. He hoped that Thompson,
his secretary, would soon get rid of her,
and in the meanwhile he preferred to
loiter at a safe distance. If the widow
were th2 only one who was boring him,
he reflected, he could put up with i,
for there was something attractive about
her ; but there was a small mob about
him all the time, begging for one thing
or another. His peace had fled since
he came to Washington. He walked
to the library, and concealed himself as
well as he could in one of the alcoves,
where he turned over the leaves of a
book and idled away a halfhour or
more.  After that he went on the bal-
cony 1o get a breath of fresh air. While
he stood there, he caught sight of the
widow going slowly down the steps of
the second terrace, It had begun to
sprinkle, and she appearcd to hesitate
about proceeding.  Presently, however,
he saw his secretary appear opportunely
with an umbrella and escort her down
to the avenue.

Nathing more was heard of her for
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congenial - boarding-house at the East
End  She wrote a pitiful little note,
that quite stirred Thompson's sympathy;
and a day later, when it came his pain-
ful task to inform her that the hill had
failed to pass—that it was defunct—he
wrote three or four formal letters withs
out hitting on any form of expression
that seemed sufficiently consoling.

* Supposing you call on her, Thomp-
son 1" said the senator, after looking
over these futile awtempis.  “ Tell her
Fm sorry, of course ; that the thing
could'nt be helped ; that the commiitee
was of the opinion that the law as it
stands ought not to be changed, and
that the sepate concurred inthe opin:
ion. It there is anything else 1 can do
for her of course”—

The senator stopped abruptly,though,
and did not begin again, But when
Thompon found himsell in the
Meoﬁlumdor.wd she asked
hbwfullythuhﬂ he believed the
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